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http://marine.kishou.go.jp/jp/fune-jp.html 

This bulletin aims to promote useful marine weather observations/reports 

from ships and familiarize readers with weather and marine information 

provided by JMA. The publication mainly covers topics of interest to mariners, 

marine weather observations, recent announcements about JMA’s marine 

weather services, and more. All articles appear both in English and in 

Japanese. The bulletin is issued twice a year, once in March and once in 

September. 

We make constant efforts to improve the bulletin in order to make it more 

accessible to all our readers. Thank you for your continued support. 

This bulletin is also available at the following website: 

 http://marine.kishou.go.jp/en/fune-en.html
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The JMA Research Vessel KEIFU MARU carries out oceanographic, marine 

meteorological and greenhouse gas observations in the seas adjacent to 

Japan and in the western North Pacific. In particular, she participates in 

“Cross-basin Climate Monitoring Observation in the Sea of Japan” as 

introduced on pp.16-17 in this issue. 
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SSuummmmaarryy  ooff  tthhee  22001133  TTyypphhoooonn  SSeeaassoonn  

 
Tokyo Typhoon Center, Forecast Division, 

Forecast Department, Japan Meteorological Agency 

2013 1

1

31
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 1: 2013  
2013

UTC  
Fig. 1: Monthly numbers of tropical cyclones in 2013 
The orange bars and green circles show the monthly numbers in 2013 and 30-year averages from 1981 to 

2010, respectively. 

22001133  TTyypphhoooonn  SSeeaassoonn 

The 2013 typhoon season began in January 

with tropical cyclone (TC) Sonamu (1301) 

which formed over the Sulu Sea. The num-

ber of TCs that formed in 2013 was 31 

(30-year average from 1981 to 2010: 25.6) 

and exceeded 30 for the first time since 1994 

(Fig. 1, Table). 

2013  
Understanding tropical cyclones (TCs) is vital for mariners, and the pertinent 
knowledge provides the best first line of defense against related dangers. This 
article summarizes the 2013 typhoon season in the western North Pacific and the 
South China Sea. 
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: 2013  
TS STS TY 34 48 48 64

64  
Table: Named tropical cyclones in 2013 
TS (tropical storm), STS (severe tropical storm) and TY (typhoon) indicate tropical cyclone peak intensities 

with maximum winds reaching 34 kt to 47 kt, 48 kt to 63 kt and 64 kt or more, respectively. 

14

11.4 17 18

2 2.7 10

1951 6

1.5 26

 

Fourteen TCs approached Japan, (30-year 

average: 11.4), of which two made landfall 

(30-year average: 2.7). In October, six TCs 

approached Japan, the largest number since 

1951 (30-year average: 1.5). TC Wipha 

(1326) brought record-breaking rainfall to 

Izu Oshima and caused sediment disasters 

which claimed many casualties. 

UTC Day Month UTC Day Month (hPa) (kt)

- 2 -



 2: 2013  
17 18 30  

Fig. 2: Tracks of tropical cyclones in 2013 
The figures represent the last two digits of tropical cyclone identification numbers. The green, red and orange 

lines show the tracks of Toraji (1317), Man-yi (1318) and Haiyan (1330), respectively. 

JMH

The Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) 

provides information regarding TCs in many 

forms including SafetyNET, NAVTEX, radio 

facsimile (JMH), radio, TV and the Internet. 

To support safe navigation and prompt 

evacuation or avoidance in the event of se-

vere weather conditions, please obtain and 

use the most recent information from JMA.

TTyypphhoooonn  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  IIssssuueedd  
bbyy  JJMMAA  

TC Haiyan (1330) formed in November 

and reached its peak intensity with a central 

pressure of 895 hPa (Table). It hit the Phil-

ippines (Fig. 2) and caused massive damage.

 

11 30

895hPa
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JJMMHH  WWeeaatthheerr  CChhaarrttss  ttoo  CCoovveerr  LLaarrggeerr  AArreeaa  
 

Forecast Division, Forecast Department, Japan Meteorological Agency 

2014 10 FSAS24
 

Example larger area weather chart (FSAS24) available from October 2014 showing
current size (blue frame) of area covered. 

JMH

ASAS

FSAS24/48 WTAS07/12

2014 10

 

URL JMH

http://www.jma.go.jp/jmh/jmhmenu.html 

JMH is JMA’s radio facsimile broadcast service 

providing weather charts to ships. From Oc-

tober 2014, JMA will widen the area of sur-

face analysis (ASAS), 24/48-hours forecast 

(FSAS24/48), and tropical cyclone forecasts 

(WTAS07/12) provided via JMH. The new 

weather charts will alert users to bad weather 

over a larger area (see Figure for sample).  

  JMH broadcast schedule is available at: 

http://www.jma.go.jp/jmh/jmhmenu.html 

Tropical depressions (TD) are reported over a 

wider area.
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2014 1 22 24 FWPN 24

FWJP 1 1 1 2
JMH

 
As of 22 January 2014, JMA changed the JMH broadcast schedule to issue the 
“Ocean wave forecast” (FWPN) and “Coastal wave forecast” (FWJP) charts twice 
a day. These charts were previously provided once a day unless there was a 
tropical cyclone. 

11 22   
WWaavvee  FFoorreeccaasstt  CChhaarrttss  IIssssuueedd  TTwwiiccee  aa  DDaayy  

 
Office of Marine Prediction, Global Environment and Marine Department, 

Japan Meteorological Agency

2014 1 22

24 FWPN 24

FWJP 1 2

JMH

 

AWPN FWPN

 

1 2

 

2 2

3

 

IImmpprroovveemmeennttss  ttoo  WWaavvee  
FFoorreeccaasstt  CChhaarrttss 

JMA has been issuing wave forecast charts 

twice a day since 22 January 2014, accord-

ing to the revised JMH broadcast schedule 

(Table). 

In addition to changes in the schedule, the 

presentation of the “Ocean wave analysis” 

(AWPN) and “Ocean wave forecast” (FWPN) 

charts has been improved (Fig.). 

Major changes are: 

(1) Waves less than 2 m high are not in-

cluded. 

(2) Arrows for wave direction and feathered 

arrows for wind are arranged at regular in-

tervals along latitude and longitude lines, 

where wave height is more than 2 m. 

(3) Coastlines and numbers for wave height 

are clearer. 

JMH

00 12

AWPN

JMA broadcasts wave analysis charts for 00 

and 12 UTC in the western North Pacific 

(AWPN) and the coastal and offshore waters

WWaavvee  AAnnaallyyssiiss  aanndd  FFoorreeccaasstt  
CChhaarrttss 
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Time of 
analysis Content 

Transmission/ 
Repeat 

Broadcast time (UTC) 

Current Previous 

00 UTC 

AWPN 
Transmission 04:21 04:21 

Repeat 11:00 11:00 

AWJP 
Transmission 04:40 04:40 

Repeat 11:19 11:19 

FWPN 
Transmission 06:51 06:51 

Repeat 11:40 11:40 

FWPN07 
Transmission 12:20 12:20 

Repeat   

FWJP 
Transmission 07:30 07:30 

Repeat 13:30 13:30 

12 UTC 

AWPN 
Transmission 16:20 16:20 

Repeat   

AWJP 
Transmission 17:19 17:19 

Repeat 23:20 22:20 

FWPN 
Transmission 22:20

(every day)  

Repeat   

FWPN07 
Transmission 18:50 18:50 

Repeat   

FWJP 
Transmission 20:10 

(every day) 
20:10

(in case of tropical 
cyclone) 

Repeat 23:20 

: JMH  
UTC  

Table: JMH broadcast schedule for wave forecast charts 
Changes are indicated in red bold italic. Schedules in shaded cells are unchanged. 

AWJP 24

FWPN

FWJP 1 2

12 24 48 72

FWPN07

1 2

JMH

 

http://www.jma.go.jp/jmh/jmhmenu.html 

around Japan (AWJP), as well as 24-hour 

wave forecast charts in the same areas 

(FWPN and FWJP, respectively) every day via 

JMH. Wave forecast charts in the western 

North Pacific after 12, 24, 48 and 72 hours 

(FWJP07) will be broadcasted twice a day as 

before (Table). Wave charts issued via JMH 

are also available from the following web-

site: 

http://www.jma.go.jp/jmh/jmhmenu.html 
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:  
 

Fig. : Previous FWPN (upper), Current FWPN (lower) 
Slight differences are seen in wave height distributions. 
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J-MARISIS allows users to search for past 

marine accidents via the Internet by criteria 

such as sea area, accident type, vessel type 

and accident date, and to learn what kind of 

accidents occurred and what kind of risks 

exist in specific sea areas of interest.

1

 

JJaappaann--MMaarriinnee  AAcccciiddeenntt  RRiisskk  aanndd  SSaaffeettyy  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  SSyysstteemm  

Secretariat, Japan Transport Safety Board

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn

2013 5

 
In May 2013, to improve marine traffic safety, Japan Transport Safety Board 
launched “Japan-Marine Accident Risk and Safety Information System 
(J-MARISIS)” as a web-based service which shows locations of marine accidents.

UUssaaggee  iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss 

1: 
 

Fig. 1: Usage instructions of 
J-MARISIS 

An English version as shown in this 
figure is also available. 

Click an accident marker on the map to re-

veal the details (Fig. 1). Information such as 

accident type, date, and a summary appear 

in a pop-up text box. Click its title to see the 

investigation report. 

Risk Information, which accompanies the 

accident information, includes data such as 

weather/sea information, traffic 

route/recommended route and traffic vol-

ume. These data are provided in cooperation 
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2: 
 

Fig. 2: Traffic route/recommended route (upper left), Traffic 
volume in Tokyo Bay (upper right) and AMeDAS weather 
information (Web site of Japan Meteorological Agency) 
(lower left) 

with relevant organizations including Na-

tional Maritime Research Institute, Japan 

Meteorological Agency, Japan Coast Guard, 

Fisheries Agency and Ports and Harbours 

Bureau of MLIT* (Fig. 2). 

* Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism 

Some maritime organizations provided ex-

amples of how they use J-MARISIS. 

teaching material for training courses for 

seafarers and safety seminars (shipping op-

erators and those in the fishing industry); 

resource for making materials for safe vessel 

operation by searching for marine accidents 

by season or time (large and coastal ship-

ping companies); warnings for marina users 

to show accident locations where many 

pleasure boats were involved (those con-

cerned with marina operation). 

The Board launched an English website in 

September 2013 since the majority of Jap-

anese merchant ships are operated by 

non-Japanese seafarers and non-domestic 

vessels are involved in many accidents in the 

seas around Japan. 

Japan is a nation inseparable from 

the sea geographically and culturally, 

and we hope that this new Information 

System will contribute to the safety of 

vessel operation. 

(URL http://jtsb.mlit.go.jp/hazardmap/index_en.html

 

2013 9

 

 

URL  http://jtsb.mlit.go.jp/hazardmap/ 

EExxaammpplleess  ooff  uussee 

2  
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WWoorrllddwwiiddee  RReeaall--ttiimmee  TTiiddee  LLeevveell  DDaattaa  
 

Office of Marine Prediction, Global Environment and Marine Department,
Japan Meteorological Agency

1985

(UNESCO/IOC)

(GLOSS)

 

GLOSS

2004 12

2013

12 730

IOC

*

22

 

* http://www.ioc-sealevelmonitoring.org/ 

 

Tide level data are used for protection 

against tsunami and storm surge damage, 

construction of port facilities, and monitoring 

of sea level changes due to global warming, 

as well as safe navigation of ships. In order 

to share and use tide level observation data 

worldwide, the Intergovernmental Oceano-

graphic Commission (IOC) of the United Na-

tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) established the 

Global Sea Level Observing System (GLOSS) 

in 1985.  

GLOSS originally aimed to collect mean 

tide levels, which are necessary to analyze 

and estimate long-term sea level changes. 

However, following the Indian Ocean Tsu-

nami disaster of 2004, GLOSS began col-

lecting real-time data. As of December 2013, 

there were about 730 stations contributing 

data, and these data are available at the 

“Sea Level Station Monitoring Facility” web-

site*. JMA provides real-time tide level data 

from 22 stations along the Japanese coast. 

*http://www.ioc-sealevelmonitoring.org/ 
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”MAP”

 

Access the “Sea Level Station Monitoring 

Facility” website then click the “MAP” tab and 

select any station on the map (Fig.). A tide 

level graph is displayed upon clicking the 

mark of the station selected. In addition, the 

map may be moved by dragging the mouse 

and enlarged or reduced with respect to the 

center position by the scaling buttons (+ or 

-) in the upper left corner. 

Tide level data are sometimes delayed or 

missing due to failures in communication 

equipment. For this reason, data reception 

status is shown on the map as marks in 

different colors for each point.  

Tide level data around the world is 

available on-board and can be utilized for 

risk management of ship navigation, if you 

have a connection to the Internet. Please 

check this website. 

Sample view of “Sea Level Station Monitoring Facility” website
Colored marks indicate data reception status at each site. Green means “station is online”, red “Station is 

offline, or data is outdated” and blue “station is not available at this site”, respectively. 
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KKoossaa  ((AAeeoolliiaann  DDuusstt))  

 
Atmospheric Environment Division, 

Global Environment and Marine Department, Japan Meteorological Agency 

1

2

 

60 2014 3 

 1:  
Fig. 1: The origin of Kosa (Aeolian 

dust) and its route to Japan 

KKoossaa  ((AAeeoolliiaann  DDuusstt)) 

Kosa (Aeolian Dust) is a phenomenon 

whereby fine particles are lifted by a strong 

wind from semi-arid areas of the East Asian 

continent and transported by westerly winds 

(Fig. 1). It is mainly observed between 

March and May in Japan (Fig. 2) and some-

times makes the sky appear yellow and hazy.

JMA observes Kosa at its 60 

meteorological stations (as of 

March 2014), where the staff ob-

serve Kosa visually. 

The number of days when any 

of the meteorological stations in 

km
 

In Japan, dust coming from the Asian continent occasionally turns the sky yellow 
and hazy mainly in the spring. This phenomenon is called Kosa (Aeolian Dust). It 
sometimes reduces visibility to less than several kilometers affecting transporta-
tion. 

Taklamakan Desert 
Gobi Desert 

Lifted by a strong wind in 
semi-arid areas of the Asian 

continent 

Transported by westerly 
winds 

Deposited on areas sur-
rounding Japan 

 2:  
Fig. 2: The normal monthly number 

of days when Kosa is observed
The data derives from observations by 

60 stations over 30 years from 1981 to 
2010 
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2013

15

144  

2000 30

300

 

Japan observed Kosa was 15 in 2013, and 

the total number of Kosa observations at 

these stations during the year was 144.  

Since 2000, these numbers have often 

exceeded 30 and 300, respectively, and 

observation of Kosa in Japan seems to be 

increasing in recent years. Sustained ob-

servation is needed to identify the long-term 

trend with certainty. 

JMA provides information on observation and 

prediction of Kosa on its website (Fig. 3): 

http://www.jma.go.jp/en/kosa/index.html. 

On the observation map, stations in East 

Asia where Kosa is observed are plotted as 

colored circles, in addition to Japanese sta-

tions. On the prediction map, areas where 

visibility is predicted to be less than 10 km 

are colored depending on the predicted 

concentration of Kosa.

KKoossaa  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  IIssssuueedd  bbyy  
JJMMAA  

 3:  
Fig. 3: Examples of Kosa Information on JMA’s website 

Example of Kosa Information (Observation) 
Marks indicate weather stations in East Asia where

Aeolian dust or local sand/dust haze is observed 
during the day. Colors indicate visibility.

10km

Example of Kosa Information (Prediction) 
This chart depicts the predicted distribution of 

surface concentration of Aeolian dust. 
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(Harerun)  Comments from Harerun 

This article introduces Present Weather 

(please see "Guide to Weather Observations 

for Ships" for details). 

Weather phenomena during target times 

are reported as a combination of codes for 

Present Weather (ww) and Past Weather 

(W1W2). A code for Present Weather is se-

lected from 0 to 99, according to the state of 

the atmosphere at or during one hour before 

the time of observation. The codes are de-

scribed in "Ships' Weather Code Card," and 

below are some basic rules. 

(1) If atmospheric phenomena such as rain, 

snow, thunderstorm, obstructed visibility or 

tornados exist, choose a code from 04-99. 

Otherwise, choose from 00-03 (changes of 

clouds).  

(2) The codes give general descriptions of 

phenomena. For example, codes 50-99 are 

used for precipitations at the time of obser-

vation, and especially codes 91-99 are allo-

cated for phenomena related with thunder-

storm. 

(3) If there are two or more applicable 

codes, please choose the highest except in 

the case of code 17 (thunderstorm without 

precipitation at the time of observation) 

which is given priority over codes 20-49. 

Additionally, please note the following for 

classifying the state of weather.  

Rain, snow and their mixture should be 

classified as continuous or intermittent 

(showers). 

Fog should be selected only when hori-

zontal visibility is less than 1 km. 

OObbsseerrvvaattiioonn  ooff  AAttmmoosspphheerriicc  PPhheennoommeennaa PPrreesseenntt  WWeeaatthheerr   

 
Harerun is the mascot of the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA). 
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06h    07h    08h    09h    ww 

: : :  =:  
09UTC  

 Examples of selecting codes for Present Weather
:Rain shower  :Thunderstorm :Fog  =:Mist 

Assuming the time of observation was 09UTC and the intensity of the shower and thunderstorm was light.
 shows the period that the atmospheric phenomenon was observed. 

95 

 
The time of 
observation

17 

91 

1 (25) 1 (28) 2
28  

Select “28” as higher of applicable codes "25" (there was rain shower during the preceding hour, but not at time of observation) and "28" 
(there was fog or ice fog during the preceding hour, but not at time of observation).  

(17) 1 (25) 2 17 20 49
17  

Among the applicable codes "17" (there is thunderstorm, but no precipitation at time of observation) and "25" (there was rain shower 
during the preceding hour, but not at time of observation), select “17,” which has priority over ”20-49”. 

95
 

Select code "95" (there is light or moderate thunderstorm accompanied by rain shower at time of observation).  
 

Fog should be classified depending on 

whether the sky is visible or invisible. 

Thunderstorm should be selected only 

when thunder is heard within 10 minutes 

before the time of observation. (It should 

28 

25 

(10) 1 (25) 2
25  

Select “25” as higher of applicable codes "10" (there is mist with visibility less than 10 km) and "25" (there was rain shower during the 
preceding hour, but not at time of observation). 
 

1 91
 

Select code "91" (there is light rain shower at time of observation, and thunderstorm during the hour preceding but not at time of 
observation).  

 
There was rain shower.

 
There was fog or ice fog.

 
 

There is thunderstorm, but 
no precipitation at time of 

observation. 

 
There is light or moderate 

thunderstorm with rain 
and/or snow at time of 

observation. 

( 1
) 

There is light rain shower 
(There was thunderstorm 

during the hour preceding 
time of observation, but not 
at the time). 

not be selected if only lightning is seen) 

The Past Weather will be introduced next 

time. 
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Cross-basin Climate Monitoring Observation in the Sea of Japan 

 
Marine Division, Global Environment and Marine Department, Japan Meteorological Agency 

300m

300m

1

Features of the Sea of Japan
The Sea of Japan is a semi-closed marginal 

sea in the western North Pacific surrounded 

by the Asian continent and the Japanese 

archipelago, connected to outer seas 

through narrow and shallow straits. Vertical 

profiles for temperature and salinity in the 

Sea of Japan are divided into two layers at a 

depth of about 300 m. The deeper layer is 

called “the Japan Sea Proper Water (JSPW),” 

which is characterized by a narrow range of 

temperatures lower than 1  and exhibits 

unique characteristics not found in the open 

oceans.

2011
Pacific Oceanological In-

stitute POI  
In order to monitor variability of the marine environment in the Sea of Japan, the 
Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) and the Pacific Oceanological Institute (POI)  
in Vladivostok have been conducting the cooperative observations “Cross-basin 
Climate Monitoring Section” in the Sea of Japan since 2011. 

The long-term variability in The long term variability in 
JSPW and “Cross-basin 

 

JSPW and Cross basin 
Climate Monitoring Section”

1

2000m 1990

0.02 /10

2

 

POI

2011

 

The JSPW temperature at a depth of 2000 m 

has been warming by 0.02 /10years since 

1990s as shown in the dataset of JMA’s rou-

tine observations (Figs. 1 and 2). Such a 

large change is not detected at the same 

depth in the Atlantic or Pacific. This warming 

trend in the JSPW implies that surface water 

cooling is weakening south of Vladivostok in  

POI: Pacific Oceanological Institute, Far Eastern Branch, Russian Academy of Sciences 
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2014 3  

- 17 - 

winter, and as a result the formation of JSPW 

continues to be small. 

In order to monitor variability of the ma-

rine environment in the Sea of Japan, JMA 

and POI have been conducting the coopera-

tive observations “Cross-basin Climate Mon-

itoring Section” in the fall and exchanging 

data, since 2011. JMA and POI had a meet-

ing in December 2012 to exchange infor-

mation on observation data and future plans 

for data analysis. In order to monitor 

long-term variability of the JSPW in response 

to climate change and to understand causes 

and mechanisms of temporal change, it will 

be useful to continue these cooperative ob-

servations. 

2012 12

POI

 

http://www.data.kishou.go.jp/kaiyou/shin

dan/index.html
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2: a b

c

2000m  
Fig. 2: (a) and (b) temporal 

change in vertical profiles of 
potential temperature at two 
sites, and (c) temperature 
trend at 2000 m depth from 
long-term monitoring stations 
in JSPW. 

1:
POI

 
Fig. 1: Cross-basin Climate Monitoring Section 

(Solid (dotted) line: JMA (POI)), long-term 
monitoring stations of JMA ( ), and 
schematic view of JSPW. 
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OBSJMAA  
Upgrade of OBSJMA 

 
Marine Division, Global Environment and Marine Department, Japan Meteorological Agency 

OBSJMA 

for WIN

2002 9

 

2014 2

OBSJMA for WIN Version 3.00

1

Windows XP

Vista Windows 7 8

 

OBSJMAA

 1: OBSJMA for WIN Version 3.00  
IMO

 
Fig. 1: Input screens for ship’s weather report (left) and fixed value data (right) on OBSJMA for WIN 

Version 3.00 
Added items are “relative humidity” (red frame), “IMO number,” “automatic weather station,” and “observation 

method of relative humidity” (blue frame) 

 About OBSJMA
OBSJMA is software designed to assist in 

encoding observational data (weather report 

and marine meteorological logbook) easily 

and accurately on PCs. JMA has provided the 

software to vessels for free since September 

2002. 

In February 2014, JMA released an up-

dated version “OBSJMA for WIN Version 

3.00” (Fig. 1) compatible with Windows 7 

and 8, in addition to Windows XP and Vista, 

on which the previous version was used. 

OBSJMA 2014 2 OBSJMA
OBSJMA for WIN Version 3.00  

JMA provides software OBSJMA to assist in encoding observational data easily 
and accurately. In February 2014, JMA released “OBSJMA for WIN Version 3.00.” 
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 3dw1dw1 dw2dw2 4Pw1Pw1Hw1Hw1 5Pw2Pw2Hw2Hw2  3dw1dw1 dw2dw2 4Pw1Pw1Hw1Hw1 5Pw2Pw2Hw2Hw2 

 
No swell 

 

omit 

 

omit 

 

omit 

 
30000 

 

omit 

 

omit 

 
Unknown or 
not observed 

 

omit 

 

omit 

 

omit 

  

omit 

 

omit 

 

omit 

IMO

1 IMO

 

1

1

 

 

Version 2.00

 

The method of operation has slightly 

changed from “Version 2.00.” The changes 

are described below. 

Expansion of Fixed Data 
On the input screen for fixed data, new fields 

have been added for ship IMO number and 

automatic weather station (Fig. 1 right). 

Input of IMO number is optional. 

Also, a new field has been added for ob-

servation method of relative humidity (Fig. 1 

right). If your ship has a hygrometer, select 

“relative humidity is directly obtained by 

hygrometer” and input observed values di-

rectly in the relative humidity field (red 

frame of Fig. 1 left). If you select “relative 

humidity is computed from dry and 

dew-point temperature”, the relative humid-

ity is automatically computed from these 

temperatures. 

Although these added items do not appear 

in weather reports, they are reflected in 

marine meteorological logbooks. 

Change of Swell Coding Version 

3.00  

1 2

00 2

3 30000 4

5  

 

In previous versions, no distinction was 

made between no swell, and swell unknown 

or not observed, in encoding weather re-

ports. However, these distinctions are now 

included in the latest version (table). 

If you observe no swell, please input “00” 

for the direction of swell or select “No swell 

:  
OBSJMA for WIN Version 3.00  

Table: Change of swell coding in case of no swell, unknown or not observed (lower) 
Swell coding in the previous versions of OBSJMA (left) and in the latest version of OBSJMA (right) 
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1 2

2

3 5  

The latest format is adopted for the elec-

tronic file of marine meteorological log-

books, and the file name is changed to 

“immt5.log.” When your ship returns, or calls 

at a port in Japan, please send it to JMA. 

The file is saved in the folder specified 

when installing "OBSJMA for WIN Version 

3.00." The folder address is shown in the left 

lower “fixed data” window (Fig. 1 right). 

2011 2013 OBSJMA

OBSJMA  

OBSJMA Version 

1.00 1.01 2.00

OBSJMA

 

CD-ROM

 

http://marine.kishou.go.jp/ 

The latest version of OBSJMA was sent to 

vessels that submitted marine meteorologi-

cal logbooks generated by OBSJMA to JMA 

from 2011 to 2013, through their shipping 

companies and agencies. 

If you have an old version or want to 

newly use OBSJMA, please contact us (see 

details on the inside of the book cover). We 

will send you a software CD-ROM and 

manual. You may also download it from the 

JMA web site "Ships’ weather Observa-

tions/Reports": 

http://marine.kishou.go.jp/en/index-en.html 

How to obtain OBSJMA 
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WIN Version 3.00
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Upgrading of Marine Mete-Upgrading of Marine M
orological Logbooks 

wave” in the auxiliary input screen of “swell 

wave” (Fig.2). In weather reports, the group 

3dw1dw1dw2dw2 is reported as “30000” and the 

4Pw1Pw1Hw1Hw1 and 5Pw2Pw2Hw2Hw2 groups 

are omitted. 

When swell is unknown or observation is 

not made, leave swell 1 and 2 fields blank, or 

select “Not observed” in the auxiliary input 

screen of “swell wave” (Fig. 2). In weather 

reports, the 3dw1dw1dw2dw2, 4Pw1Pw1Hw1Hw1 

and 5Pw2Pw2Hw2Hw2 groups are omitted. 

 2:  
Fig. 2: Auxiliary input screen “swell wave” 
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As explained in this issue, JMA has changed the JMH broadcast schedule 
to issue FWPN and FWJP charts twice a day. JMA will also widen the area of 
ASAS, FSAS24/48, and WTAS07/12 as of October 2014. For safe navigation, 
please use those weather charts. Weather reports from ships are used to 
produce the charts, and we look forward to your continued cooperation with 
ship’s weather observations and reports. 

JMA upgraded the software “OBSJMA for WIN.” It is designed to assist in 
encoding observational data (a weather report and a marine meteorological 
logbook) easily on PCs. Please use the latest version of OBSJMA. 




